


The Dark & Glo ri ous Fu ture

Introduction

This tract has been writ ten as an over view of events that make
up the last days; events that lead up to the glo ri ous re turn of the Lord 
Je sus Christ. No at tempt was made to set dates.

I have sought to limit my per sonal words in this text by se lect -
ing and high light ing spe cific scrip tures to more clearly com mu ni cate 
what the Holy Spirit is say ing.

Many scrip tures that I have se lected in the con text of end- time
events are also ap pli ca ble to ear lier gen era tions; for ex am ple:

For you have been called for this pur pose, since Christ also suf fered 
for you, leav ing you an ex am ple for you to fol low in His steps. (1 Pe -
ter 2:2)

Christianity Today

Be cause of her Chris tian heri tage, a good place to be gin the
over view is by ex am in ing the church in Amer ica. A re cent sur vey of
re lig ion in Ameri ca1 re vealed that 3.5% of the popu la tion iden ti fied
them selves as Char is mat ics or Pen te cos tals, and 14.2% con sid ered
them selves to be Evan geli cal be liev ers. These two groups could be
viewed as ge neric Chris tians, that is as sin cere, com mit ted be liev ers
in Christ.

The re main der of those sur veyed were made up of groups from 
East ern re lig ions, New Age, Prot es tant de nomi na tions such as Je ho -
vah’s Wit nesses, Mor mons, the Church of Christ, and fi nally, the
groups who had some level of iden ti fi ca tion with a main line de nomi -
na tion, whether Prot es tant, Or tho dox or Catho lic. This lat ter group
was the larg est in a nu meri cal sense. How ever, the fast est grow ing of
all groups was those who pro fessed athe ism or no re lig ion at all.

The spiri tual state of the church in Amer ica is not good, but
what does the fu ture con tain? There are won der ful re ports of God
mov ing in great power through mira cles of heal ing, sal va tion and de -
liv er ance in the un der ground church of China, as well as in scat tered
places in Af rica and in the Far East. There are grow ing re ports of
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God sov er eignly mov ing in dreams and vi sions among peo ple of the
Mos lem faith in Is lamic na tions, and many are be ing saved!

In fact, Chris ti an ity is the fast est grow ing re lig ion in the world, 
and there is an in creas ing sense that a great move of God will soon
sweep the earth; a move that will pre pare the church for the grow ing
dark ness that is emerg ing.

The con flict of the ages lies ahead, and we must pre pare for it.

End-Time Darkness

The great est threat of spiri tual dark ness to the be liever is de -
cep tion. Con sider the fol low ing scrip tures:

And Je sus an swered and said to them, “See to it that no one mis -
leads you. For many will come in My name, say ing, I am the
Christ, and will mis lead many.” (Mat thew 24:4-5)

But the Spirit ex plic itly says that in later times some will fall away
from the faith, pay ing at ten tion to de ceit ful spir its and doc trines of 
de mons. (1 Timo thy 4:1)

Many false proph ets will arise and will mis lead many. (Mat thew
24:11)

For false Christs and false proph ets will arise and will show great
signs and won ders, so as to mis lead, if pos si ble, even the elect.
(Mat thew 24:24)

The great est pro tec tion against de cep tion is not sim ply know -
ing cor rect doc trine, but main tain ing a pure, obe di ent heart re la tion -
ship with the Lord Je sus.

But false proph ets also arose among the peo ple, just as there will
also be false teach ers among you, who will se cretly in tro duce de -
struc tive here sies, even de ny ing the Mas ter who bought them,
bring ing swift de struc tion upon them selves. Many will fol low their
sen su al ity, and be cause of them the way of truth will be ma ligned.
(2 Pe ter 2:1-2)

Not only must the end- time church walk in truth and right eous -
ness, she must do so de spite grow ing dark ness in the world.

But re al ize this, that in the last days dif fi cult times will come. For
men will be lov ers of self, lov ers of money, boast ful, ar ro gant, re -
vil ers, dis obe di ent to par ents, un grate ful, un holy, un lov ing, ir rec -
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on cil able, ma li cious gos sips, with out self con trol, bru tal, hat ers of
good, treach er ous, reck less, con ceited, lov ers of pleas ure rather
than lov ers of God, hold ing to a form of god li ness, al though they
have de nied its power. Avoid such men as these. (2 Timo thy 3:1-5)

. . . in the last time there will be mock ers, fol low ing af ter their own
un godly lusts. These are the ones who cause di vi sions, worldly
minded, de void of the Spirit. (Jude 1:18-19)

To help us un der stand and pre pare for the com ing dark ness, it
is vi tal to rec og nize the dark ness that is even now be gin ning to arise
in the world.

Is lamic ter ror ism is spread ing an ever- widening spirit of death 
over the  Mid dle East; a cur tain that is be gin ning to threaten Euro -
pean na tions. This sphere of ter ror ism also seeks to at tack Amer ica
with mis siles or bombs af ter the de cep tive pat tern of the 9/11 at tack.

Po liti cal par ties in West ern na tions, that were once bas tions of
the Chris tian faith, are now voic ing a grow ing ha tred of the Per son
and gos pel of Christ. This mind- set is seen in Amer ica by the grow ing 
prac tice of abor tion, le gal ized ho mo sex ual mar riages, the ac cep -
tance of evo lu tion as truth, and the many ef forts  by the A.C.L.U. to
re move all iden tity with the Chris tian faith in Amer ica. Secu lar hu -
man ism is be ing pro moted as the god of this age, where it is more im -
por tant to be “po liti cally cor rect” than mor ally cor rect.

The curse of anti- Semitism is spread ing through out Europe as
well as in the Mid dle East.

Drug ad dic tion is grow ing in all na tions, and com peti tive car -
tels have arisen to con trol the sale and dis tri bu tion of drugs to ever
younger chil dren. Evil around us, and evil be fore us; what is the an -
swer?

God’s Answer for Darkness

God has pur posed to fill the earth with His glory, to bring forth
a fam ily of sons who bear the im age of Je sus. Through the Holy
Spirit, and upon the foun da tion of His only be got ten Son, God is
bring ing forth an or gan ism of the ful ness of His Son, the body of
Christ. Glory is God’s an swer to spiri tual dark ness!

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has
risen upon you. For be hold dark ness will cover the earth and deep
dark ness the peo ples; but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory 
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will ap pear upon you. Na tions will come to your light, and kings to
the bright ness of your ris ing. (Isaiah 60:1-3)

The glory of the Lord will rise upon the church, which is His
body; as Christ is re ceived by believers as head over all things to the
church, this truth shall be come a re al ity.

. . . God raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right
hand in the heav enly places, far above all rule and author ity and
power and do min ion, and every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in the age to come. And He put all things in sub jec -
tion un der His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the
church, which is His body, the ful ness of Him who fills all in all.
(Ephe si ans 1:20-23)

God re vealed a ver bal de scrip tion of His glory to Moses in
terms of the fol low ing seven char ac ter quali ties (Exo dus 33:18-20)

Then the Lord passed by in front of him and pro claimed, “The Lord,
the Lord God, com pas sion ate, and gra cious, slow to an ger, and
abound ing in lov ingkind ness (mercy) and truth; who keeps lov -
ingkind ness for thou sands, who for gives in iq uity, trans grea sion
and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty un pun ished . . . .
(He is just) (Exo dus 34:6-7)

We be liev ers ex ult in the hope of one day re ceiv ing the glory of
God (Ro mans 5:2). The vi tal key to our ex pec ta tion is, “Christ in
you, the hope of glory” (Co los sians 1:27). He is the ra di ance of His
Fa ther’s glory (He brews 1:3). This re quires more than just mak ing a
de ci sion for Christ; it re quires a trans for ma tion, a work of the Holy
Spirit to de velop in us the quali ties of God’s glory.

But we all, with un veiled face, be hold ing as in a mir ror the glory of
the Lord, are be ing trans formed into the same im age from glory to
glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. (2 Cor in thi ans 3:18)

To com bat dark ness in the world, we need the glory of God to
arise upon us. This will come, not from seek ing ex pe ri ences, but
from making Christ the cen tral fo cus in our lives.

A high way will be there, a road way; and it will be called the “High -
way of Ho li ness.” the un clean will not travel on it, but it will be for
him who walks that way, and fools will not wan der on it. (Isaiah
35:8)
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Go through, go through the gates, clear the way for the peo ple;
build up, build up the high way, re move the stones, lift up a stan -
dard over the peo ples. (Isaiah 62:10)

We are called to re move all re lig ious rub bish and su per fi cial
tra di tions that men have built in the name of “church,” and make the
way of the Lord clear.

When there is no aware ness of the sin ful ness of sin, or a lack of 
re pen tance that will change hearts, when there is no sense of di rec -
tion from Christ, our lives and ac tivi ties become stum bling blocks to
oth ers on God’s high way. Great change must come to the church.

Restoration of All Things

There can be no glory apart from res to ra tion. Scrip ture
speaks of the res to ra tion of all things (Mat thew 17:11). 

Je sus, who is the Lord of glory, will not re turn un til such res to -
ra tion takes place.

. . . and that He (God) may send Je sus, the Christ ap pointed  for you,
whom heaven must re ceive un til the pe riod of res to ra tion of all
things about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy proph ets
from an cient time. (Acts 3:20-21)

All that God has prom ised to His peo ple will be re stored; thus,
Is rael shall be saved, and the church will be re stored.

. . . that a par tial hard en ing has hap pened to Is rael un til the ful ness
of the Gen tiles has come in; and so all Is rael will be saved . . . . (Ro -
mans 11:25-26)

The early church was built upon three bod ies of truth:

• The re corded words of Je sus to His dis ci ples

• The bap tism of the Holy Spirit to em power and en lighten the dis ci -
ples to pro claim the gos pel and to build lo cal churches in every na -
tion

• The rec ord of their per se cu tions, suc cesses, prob lems and reve la -
tions that the dis ci ples re corded in their epis tles; es pe cially those of
Paul.

These three bod ies of truth, when docu mented, are of course,
the New Tes ta ment. This is the body of truth that must be fully re -
stored in lo cal ex pres sions of the body of Christ.
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The New Tes ta ment had been docu mented for lit tle more than
a gen era tion, when cer tain lead ers be gan to lead the church into er -
ror. In brief, or gani za tion re placed spiri tual or gan ism in church life;
hi er ar chi cal gov ern ment re placed the head ship of Christ in church
over sight. Many other er rors fol lowed, lead ing into the great apos -
tasy of the Dark Ages. This trend con tin ued un til the Ref or ma tion be -
gan in the 16th cen tury when God used Mar tin Lu ther to restore the
fun da men tal truth of “jus ti fi ca tion by faith.” Since then there have
been many visi ta tions of God, where spe cific truths were re stored,
al though they were not al ways re ceived by every de nomi na tion in
Chris ten dom. Some ex am ples are: bap tism in the Holy Spirit; the
nine gifts of the Holy Spirit; sanc ti fi ca tion; the five min is tries of
Ephe si ans 4:11-13; etc.

Such ex pres sions of re stored truth re veal the mercy of God.
One such ex pres sion of mercy was the many Catho lics who re ceived
the bap tism of the Holy Spirit dur ing the Char is matic Re newal.

Many prac tices in churches to day will slowly dis ap pear as the
Lord re stores His church. Some ex am ples are: ti tles; of fices; dis tinc -
tions of be liev ers into clergy and la ity groups; com pe ti tion be tween
re lig ious bod ies, and pro grammed agen das.

A be liever who has his iden tity in a ti tle or of fice as his quali fi -
ca tion to min is ter will not be as fruit ful as one whose quali fi ca tion is
his anointed re la tion ship with Je sus. The author ity of the Lord is in -
vested in His anoint ing, not in ti tles or of fices!

But do not be called Rabbi; for One is your Teacher and you are
all broth ers. Do not call any one on earth your fa ther, for One is
your Fa ther, He who is in heaven. Do not be called lead ers; for
One is your Leader, that is Christ. But the greatest among you
shall  be your ser vant. (Mat thew 23:9-11)

Imag ine Paul, the apos tle, sign ing his epis tles, “The Rev er end, Apos tle
Paul.”

Certain Greek words which some Bibles trans late as “of fice,”
lit er ally mean “a func tion,” not an of fice with re sources and author -
ity in vested for who ever oc cu pies the of fice. For ex am ple, 1 Timo thy
3:1 is prop erly trans lated as fol lows:

. . . if any man as pires to the over se er ship, it is a fine work he de -
sires to do.”

I be lieve that the glory of the end- time church will be greater
than that of the early church. Through hur ri canes, floods, tor na does, 
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earth quakes, wars, eco nomic up heaval, etc., the Lord will shake the
realms of man to bring him to re pen tance.

. . . once more in a lit tle while, I am go ing to shake the heav ens and
the earth, the sea also and the dry land. I will shake all the na tions; 
and they will come with the wealth of all na tions and I will fill this
house with glory, says the Lord of hosts. (Hag gai 2:6-7)

The church that Je sus re turns for will be an over com ing body
of be liev ers who have en dured great tribu la tion and per se cu tion. She 
will be a ma ture bride clothed with the glory of God.

End-time Tribulation

Teach ing that Je sus will re turn and rap ture the church be fore
the great tribu la tion oc curs is false. Tri als and tribu la tion are used
by God to pu rify, strengthen and ma ture His peo ple. Mar tyr dom is a
path to glory.

. . . but we also ex ult in our tribu la tion, know ing that tribu la tion
brings about per se ver ance; and per se ver ance, proven char ac ter;
and proven char ac ter, hope . . . . (Ro mans 5:3-4)

Be loved, do not be sur prised at the fiery or deal among you, which
comes upon you for your test ing, as though some strange thing
were hap pen ing to you. (1 Pe ter 4:12)

. . . for if we died with Him we will also live with Him; if we en dure.
we will also reign with Him . . . . (2 Timo thy 2:11-12)

For mo men tary, light af flic tion is pro duc ing for us an eter nal
weight of glory far be yond all com pari son. (2 Cor in thi ans 4:17)

. . . through many tribu la tions we must en ter the king dom of God.
(Acts 14:22)

. . . if in deed we suf fer with Him so that we may also be glo ri fied
with Him . . . . (Ro mans 8:17)

Many will be purged, pu ri fied and re fined, but the wicked will act
wick edly; and none of the wicked will un der stand, but those who
have in sight will un der stand. (Dan iel 12:10)

And they over came him be cause of the blood of the Lamb and be -
cause of the word of their tes ti mony, and they did not love their life
even when faced with death. (Reve la tion 12:11)
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Then they will de liver you to tribu la tion, and will kill you, and you
shall be hated by all na tions be cause of My name . . . but the one
who en dures to the end shall be saved. (Mat thew 24:9, 23)

The above verses of scrip ture ex press God’s agenda to re store
the church and to mani fest His glory. James ex presses our re spon si -
bil ity for this truth.

Con sider it all joy, my breth ren, when you en coun ter vari ous tri -
als, know ing that the test ing of your faith pro duces en dur ance.
And let en dur ance have its per fect re sult, so that you may be per -
fect and com plete, lack ing in noth ing. (James 1:2-4)

The Glorious Harvest

Je sus is Lord of the har vest; eve ry thing that takes place in the
end- time is ad dressed by His strat egy for the glo ri ous har vest that
will close this age of grace.

First of all, there will be a har vest of judg ment when the Lord
re moves from His king dom that which does not be long to Him. He has 
al lowed the tares to re main with the good grain un til the time of har -
vest. Then they will be sepa rated for ever.

Al low both (good grain and tares) to grow to gether un til the har -
vest; and in the time of har vest I will say to the reap ers, “First
gather up the tares and bind them into bun dles to burn them up;
but gather the wheat into My barn.” (Mat thew 13:30)

. . . and the har vest is the end of the age . . . . (Mat thew 13:39)

Each false re lig ion will be bound to gether as a unique bun dle of 
tares. Je sus re fers to the tares as “stum bling blocks” and “those who 
com mit law less ness” (Mat thew 13:40-42). Each bun dle is unique in
its er ror. For ex am ple “Uni ver sal ism,” “New Age,” and “Je ho vah’s
Wit nesses” would be distinct bun dles.

There will be many who fall away from the faith in the end-
 time; those who have not been born- again, or who have be come tares
and stum bling blocks.

The Lord is also go ing to cleanse the heav enly por tions of His
king dom. When Je sus arose from the dead, He made a pub lic dis play
of the an gels who Sa tan had placed as authori ties or prin ci pali ties
over re gions of the earth (Co los sians 2:15). How ever, af ter He dis -
armed them, Je sus did not re move them from their place; He also al -
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lowed Sa tan to re main in his place, where he could har ass the church 
with spir its of con dem na tion, ac cu sa tions, and de mon ac tiv ity on
earth. This be came the sphere of the chur ch’s spiri tual war fare
(Ephe si ans 6:10-18). 

The Lord will be gin to cleanse the heav ens by anoint ing Mi -
chael, the Arch an gel, to ini ti ate war against Sa tan and his an gels,
who will be cast out of heaven onto the earth (Reve la tion 12:7-9). The
re sult will be two fold: first, Sa tan’s in car na tion of him self on earth as 
the “man of sin;”2 and sec ondly, his pres ence bringing great tribu la -
tion and per se cu tion to be liev ers. How ever, for the first time in
church his tory, the heav ens will be open over the church; there will
no longer be a prince of dark ness over be liev ers. This truth is ex -
pressed as fol lows in scrip ture.

Now the sal va tion, and the power, and the king dom of our God
and the author ity of His Christ have come, for the ac cuser of our
breth ren has been thrown down, he who ac cuses them be fore our
God day and night. (Reve la tion 12:10)

The open heav ens will re sult in un be liev able mira cles and
dem on stra tions of the power and love of God, as the gos pel of the
king dom is pro claimed and dem on strated around the world, mul ti -
tudes will be saved. Je sus had prom ised the church that they would
do greater works than He did be cause He was re turn ing to His Fa -
ther (John 14:12). This is that time.

Our heav enly Fa ther has prom ised all na tions to His Son, and
much of this prom ised har vest will take place in the end- times.

Ask of Me, and I will surely give the na tions as your in heri tance,
and the very ends of the earth as your pos ses sion. (Psalm 2:8)

In a par able, Je sus gave some in sight into the kind of peo ple
who will be saved in this fi nal har vest (Luke 14:16-24).

. . . go out at once into the streets and lanes of the city and bring in
here the poor and crip pled and blind and lame. (verse 21)

This im plies a great har vest from the poor and un der de vel -
oped na tions. Chil dren will quickly re spond to the gos pel. 

. . . Your peo ple will of fer them selves will ingly in the day of your
power; in the beauty of ho li ness and in holy ar ray out of the womb
of the morn ing; to You will spring forth Your young men who are
as the dew. (Psalm 110:3 AMPLIFIED)
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There will be a sig nifi cant har vest from the Is lamic na tions
(Isaiah 60:4-7). Is rael will be saved, and see ful fill ment of the Feast of
Tab er na cles.

The re stored church will not move as an or gani za tion, but each 
be liever will be called and equipped as a liv ing mem ber of the body of
Christ.

. . . when you as sem ble, each one has a psalm, has a teach ing, has
a reve la tion, has a tongue, has an in ter pre ta tion. Let all things be
done for edi fi ca tion. (1 Cor in thi ans 14:26)

The gos pel will not be pre sented as it so of ten is to day, by a well 
pub li cized min is ter with his per form ance agenda. The mes sage of
the re stored church will be Je sus work ing as Lord and head of His
body. He will be seen in His com pas sion, power, mercy and head ship
work ing through His peo ple. His strat egy will not be to bring un saved 
per sons into the church, in hope of their con ver sion; but rather to
send mem bers of His body out to the “mar ket place” to find the lost,
and to dem on strate the love and power of God in heal ing and saving
them. Then they would be brought into the church for dis ci pling.

The godly quali ties of the early church will be evi dent; the cen -
tral ity of Christ and the preach ing of His cross will un der gird all min -
is try. There will be new realms of wor ship. There will arise bro ken
men with hearts of bond ser vants, in whom will be seen the min is tries 
of apos tles, proph ets, pas tors, teach ers and evan gel ists that God has 
given to equip and shep herd the saints. House churches will be eve -
ry where. The pres ence and min is try of an gels will be evi dent.

The fi nal cli max to the glo ri ous har vest will be the re turn of
Christ for His church (1 Cor in thi ans 15:49-54).

But im me di ately af ter the tribu la tion of those days the sun will be
dark ened, and the moon will not give its light, and the power of the
heav ens will be shaken. And then the sign of the Son of Man will
ap pear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn,
and they will see the Son of Man com ing on the clouds of the sky
with power and great glory. (Mat thew 24:29-30)

When Christ comes in His glory, all be liev ers, both the liv ing
and the dead, will be caught up to meet Him in the air. We will par take 
of His glory, since each be liever will re ceive a glo ri fied body like unto
His body of glory. This mira cle will be the fi nal act in our full adop tion
as sons of God, the re demp tion of our body (Ro mans 8:23).
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The har vest is com plete, the bride has made her self ready and
she now en ters her glo ri ous fu ture!
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